
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ABOUT THE SUMMIT 

The Process Safety Summit in Washington, DC fills an important gap for Industry. Though opportunities exist for trade groups and 

employers to interact with regulators, those opportunities do not feature process safety, and the process safety-related events that 

exist, are far from Washington, DC, making it hard for senior regulators to participate. The objectives of the Summit are: 

– Educating on process safety regulatory and enforcement developments and trends – 

– Elevating awareness and importance of process safety to employers and trade – 

– Relationship-building between Industry and its process safety regulators – 

– Knowledge-sharing and benchmarking among similarly situated employers – 

October 23, 2018 



SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
7:00 AM - 8:00 AM Registration 

8:00 AM - 8:25 AM 
Federal A 

Welcome Remarks – Eric J. Conn, Chair of the OSHA Practice at Conn Maciel Carey LLP 

8:30 AM - 9:40 AM 

Federal A 

OSHA Panel – ChemRef PSM National Emphasis Program, PSM rulemaking and cases 

• Jeff Wanko, Director, OSHA Office of Chemical Process Safety & Enforcement Initiatives 
• Pete Vassalo, Esq., Sr. Attorney, Office of the Solicitor of Labor – Head of PSM Programs 
• Lisa Long, Director of the Office of Engineering Safety at OSHA – Head of PSM Rulemaking 
• Moderator: Eric J. Conn, Chair, OSHA Practice at Conn Maciel Carey LLP 

9:45 AM - 10:45 AM 

Federal A 

EPA Discussion – RMP Rulemaking and RMP Enforcement 

• Steven Cook, Deputy Ass. Administrator for EPA’s Office of Land & Emergency Management 
• Moderator: Micah Smith, Partner, OSHA Practice at Conn Maciel Carey LLP 

10:45 AM - 11:00 AM Coffee and Networking Break 

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Federal A 

CSB Panel – Major Process Safety Investigations and Recommendations 

• Stephen Klejst, Executive Director of Investigations 
• Charles Barbee, Director of Recommendations 
• Thomas Zoeller, Senior Advisor and Acting General Counsel 
• Moderator: Beeta B. Lashkari, Associate, OSHA Practice at Conn Maciel Carey LLP 

12:10 PM - 1:30 PM 

South American B 

Lunch with Featured Speaker – Bill Schneider (20-year CNN Senior Political Analyst) 

• Discuss the political lay of the land 
• Crystal ball the upcoming Midterm Elections and impacts on the regulatory landscape 

1:30 PM - 2:15 PM 

South American B 

Trade Group Panel – What Trade Associations do to advance process safety 

• Joel Barnes, Koch Industries  •    Shanahan Mondal, CVR Energy 
• Jerry Forest, Celanese   •    Alex Woravka, Motiva 
• Willis Jernigan, Koch Industries  •    Dan Wilczynski, Marathon Petroleum   
• Steve Mason, HollyFrontier 

2:15 PM - 2:35 PM Coffee and Networking Break 

2:35 PM - 3:25 PM Breakout Roundtable Session 1 

Group 1 
 Ohio Room 

RMP Rulemaking 

• Facilitated by Justin Savage, Tim Webster, and Samina Bharmal, from Sidley Austin LLP  
• This roundtable session will focus on compliance strategies to address developments in the 

RMP regulation, including the RMP Amendments and anticipated litigation against the Rule 
rescinding the Amendments. Topics also include EPA enforcement, Title V, and citizen suits. 

Group 2 
 California Room 

OSHA’s New ChemRef PSM National Emphasis Program 
• Facilitated by Eric J. Conn, Chair, OSHA Practice at Conn Maciel Carey LLP 

• OSHA merged the Refinery PSM NEP and Chemical Facilities PSM NEP into a new ChemRef 
PSM NEP, which launched earlier in 2018. This roundtable session will review lessons learned 
from prior PSM NEPs, how the new NEP was advertised, what we know about inspections 
already completed, and how employers are preparing for and managing the NEP inspections. 

Group 3 
 Federal A 

Expanding PSM Coverage, PSM/RMP Compliance Audits, and RAGAGEP Issues 
• Facilitated by Micah Smith, Partner, OSHA Practice at Conn Maciel Carey LLP 

• Recent PSM-related OSHRC decisions, PSM and RMP rulemakings, and PSM interpretations 
have shifted the process safety landscape. This roundtable session will review how industry has 
responded to minimize risk and enhance process safety. Topics include defining boundaries of a 
process, performing compliance audits, and understanding how to use RAGAGEP. 

3:35 PM - 4:25 PM Breakout Roundtable Session 2 (same topics and locations as above) 



 

SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS 
Jeffrey J. Wanko is the Director of the Office of Chemical Process Safety and Enforcement Initiatives in 
OSHA’s Directorate of Enforcement in Washington, DC. He is also OSHA’s representative to the NFPA 30 
technical committee for flammable and combustible liquids. Mr. Wanko joined OSHA in 2011 after six years 
with the US Chemical Safety Board, where he investigated chemical incidents around the nation. He is a 
professional engineer, licensed in IL and NJ, and a CSP. Mr. Wanko has spent his 25-year career in 
environmental, health, and safety roles in general industry, pharmaceuticals, foods, specialty chemicals, and 
refining, focusing on chemical process safety. 

Peter Vassalo is a Senior Attorney with the US Department of Labor, Office of the Solicitor, Division of 
Occupational Safety and Health. Mr. Vassalo focuses primarily on enforcement-related matters, serving as 
the lead attorney with respect to OSHA’s Egregious enforcement program and enforcement of OSHA’s 
Process Safety Management standard. He has negotiated numerous complex corporate-wide settlement 
agreements on behalf of OSHA. Mr. Vassalo serves as an instructor in Process Safety Management and 
Combustible Dust at the OSHA Training Institute. 

Lisa Long is the Director of the Office of Engineering Safety at OSHA, where she manages OSHA’s work 
on standards and guidance for engineering-related issues (chemical, mechanical, and electrical). Prior to her 
work in the Directorate of Standards and Guidance, Ms. Long was a Safety Engineer in OSHA’s 
Directorate of Enforcement specializing in process safety. Before joining OSHA in 2007, she worked at the 
US Chemical Safety Board for seven years participating in and leading investigations of major chemical 
incidents.  Prior to that, Ms. Long had ten years of experience in the chemical industry working for first FMC 
Corp and then Rhodia on process engineering and production management at several PSM covered facilities. 

Eric J. Conn is a founding partner and Chair of the national OSHA • Workplace Safety Practice Group at 
the law firm Conn Maciel Carey LLP, where he focuses his practice on all aspects of occupational safety and 
health law. Mr. Conn began his career practicing for more than a decade alongside the former first General 
Counsel of the OSH Review Commission. Mr. Conn represents employers in inspections, investigations and 
enforcement actions involving OSHA, state OSH programs, the CSB, EPA and state safety-related agencies. He 
also handles all aspects of OSHA litigation, from appeals of citations to criminal prosecutions. 

Steven Cook joined the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in February 2018 as the Deputy 
Assistant Administrator for the Office of Land and Emergency Management. In addition to his DAA 
responsibilities, Mr. Cook became Chair of the Superfund Task Force in May 2018. Prior to coming to 
EPA, he was in-house counsel at LyondellBasell, a multi-national chemical and refining company where he 
oversaw health, safety, environmental and security legal work on a global basis. As an adjunct professor, 
Steven has taught courses at the University of Houston Law Center covering the Clean Air Act, 
enforcement, and the intersection of environmental and bankruptcy law. 

Micah Smith is a partner at Conn Maciel Carey LLP in its national OSHA • Workplace Safety Practice Group. 
His practice focuses on occupational safety and health law with an emphasis on process safety management. 
Mr. Smith represents clients in the full range of OSHA-related matters, with particular experience in petroleum 
refining, chemical processing, and manufacturing. He advises clients during OSHA inspections, investigations, 
and enforcement actions involving industrial, construction and manufacturing accidents, including explosions 
and chemical releases, and manages all aspects of litigation against OSHA.  

Stephen Klejst joined the US Chemical Safety Board in Feb. 2018 as Executive Director of Investigations 
& Recommendations. He leads CSB’s investigation and recommendations programs, including the Drivers 
of Critical Chemical Safety Change advocacy program. Mr. Klejst spent a decade at the Nat’l Transportation 
Safety Board, where he was Deputy Managing Director and Director of the Office of Railroad, Pipeline and 
Hazardous Materials Investigations. At NTSB, Mr. Klejst led investigations of several major pipeline and 
railroad accidents. Prior to the NTSB, Mr. Klejst had an executive career in the railroad industry with 
responsibilities in safety, accident investigation, regulatory compliance and technical training. 

Charles B. Barbee serves as the Director of Recommendations for the US Chemical Safety and 
Hazard Investigation Board. Since Aug. 2016, Director Barbee has been responsible for CSB’s 
Recommendations Program and the Critical Drivers List & Advocacy Program, including development, 
issuance, tracking, prioritizing, advocation, and closing of CSB Recommendations. Prior to his time with 
the CSB, Mr. Barbee was the first Chief of the Environmental Enforcement Division for the Dept. of the 
Interior’s Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement. 

 



 

Thomas E. Zoeller is the Sr. Advisor to the US Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board, joining the CSB 
in Jan. 2017. He provides strategic management on the CSB’s external relationships – intergovernmental and industry, 
as well as executive management of the agency’s strategic plan. Mr. Zoeller brings over 30 years of Federal executive 
service to the agency. Prior to joining the CSB, he was the managing director of the National Transportation Safety 
Board, where he provided strategic management of the agency’s investigations, including aircraft, pipeline, cargo ship, 
and subway incidents. He also served as chief of staff at the FAA, and was a principal advisor of FAA’s response to the 
terrorist attacks on 9/11. He also has served in senior leadership positions in two aviation trade associations. 

Beeta B. Lashkari is an associate in the OSHA Practice Group at Conn Maciel Carey LLP, where she advises and 
represents clients in a wide-range of inspections, investigations, and enforcement actions by OSHA, EPA, the CSB, 
and state regulators. Ms. Lashkari handles all aspects of litigation against OSHA, from citation contests to ALJ 
hearings, and provides compliance advice regarding OSHA standards, with an emphasis on PSM. Prior to joining 
CMC, Ms. Lashkari was one of only three Attorney-Investigators at CSB, where she developed comprehensive 
analyses of OSHA and EPA regulations for numerous investigation reports, provided legal advice about CSB statutory 
authority, and negotiated safety recommendations with corporations, regulators, and trade associations. 

Justin Savage is a partner in Sidley Austin LLP’s environmental group and counsel of record to the RMP Coalition 
in litigation arising out of the RMP Amendments. Justin specializes in high-stakes EHS litigation and strategic 
counseling, including enforcement, internal investigations, and rulemaking challenges. Justin represents companies 
and trade associations in environmental enforcement defense, internal investigations and strategic counseling, 
particularly under the Clean Air Act Title I, RMP, and Title II. Chambers USA, Legal 500, and Law360 have recognized 
Justin for his success in solving clients’ complex EHS issues.  Justin served for a decade in the Environmental 
Enforcement Section of the Justice Department where he led teams in several multi-billion dollar cases. 

Timothy K. Webster is a partner in Sidley Austin LLP’s environmental group. He has practiced environmental 
law his entire professional career, including 7 years at the Dept. of Justice, Environmental Enforcement Section. 
His practice focuses on civil and criminal environmental enforcement defense, internal investigations, rulemaking 
challenges, and regulatory advocacy. He has handled a wide variety of matters under the Clean Air Act, including the 
Risk Management Program provisions, as well as other environmental statutes. Mr. Webster served as the 44th 
President of the DC Bar, and served as outside General Counsel of the DC Bar. Mr. Webster is listed in Who’s Who 
Legal, Chambers USA, and The Best Lawyers in America. He is a Fellow of the American Bar Foundation. 

Samina M. Bharmal is an associate in Sidley Austin LLP’s environmental group in Washington, DC, where her 
practice focuses on guiding clients through agency investigations, regulatory advocacy, including on the RMP 
Amendments, and representing clients in judicial challenges to agency rulemakings. With her regulatory experience, 
she advises clients on a wide range of transactions, with an emphasis on energy transactions.  Samina’s experience 
also includes two years in the Environment and Natural Resources Division of the US Justice Department. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

               FEATURED SPEAKER – BILL SCHNEIDER 
Bill Schneider was CNN’s Sr. Political Analyst for 20-years (1990 -2009). He was on the CNN political 
team that won an Emmy for its ‘06 election coverage and a Peabody for its ‘08 coverage. He covered every 
national election since 1976 for The LA Times, the Atlantic Monthly, CNN and Al Jazeera English, and writes 
extensively on politics for The LA Times, The Washington Post, The New Republic, The Atlantic, Politico, 
and others. Schneider was labeled “the nation's electionmeister” by The Washington Times and “Aristotle 
of American politics” by The Boston Globe. He is a Professor at the Schar School of Policy & Gov’t at George 
Mason U., and author of Standoff: How America Became Ungovernable (Simon & Schuster, May 2018). 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                            INTERACTIVE POLLING 
Throughout the Summit, we are using an interactive polling tool to get participants more involved. 
To access the polling tool, either: (i) go to PollEv.com/pssummit on a web browser; or (ii) Text 
PSSUMMIT to 22333 once to join, or (iii) scan this QR barcode with your smartphone camera: 


